
 
That’s right!! C.V.T.O.S. is going to be 49 years old this year.  
Please mark you calendars for Saturday, February 13, 2010 
starting at 2:00 PM to join us at this year’s celebration at the 
Thomaston Opera House.   
 
We hope to see as many members as possible this year. 
Hopefully Punxsutawney Phil, the famous groundhog will not 
see his shadow and the weather will cooperate so you can 
come and enjoy our chapter’s 3/15 Marr and Colton Theatre 
Pipe Organ. 
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CONNECTICUT VALLEY THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY, INC.  

Birthday Party Program Details: 
Saturday, February 13, 2010 

 

Thomaston Opera House 

158 Main Street 

Thomaston, CT 06787 

 

2:00 PM ñ 2:45 PM Open Console 

2:45 PM ñ 3:00 PM Business Meeting 

3:00 PM ñ 3:45 Concert by Bernie Anderson 

4:00 PM ñ 5:00 PM Coffee, Tea and Birthday Cake 

Lena Morton Gallery 

www.cvtos.org 



The Board members and I would like to welcome you to the New Year. 
 
My goal as President is to get our chapter members and Board together for some fun while we tackle the 
many activities of the group around concerts, working on the pipe organs, and in social meetings. I know 
Beth Boda is already diligently working on getting artists for this year’s concerts. Gordon Lewis has 
agreed to lead Membership and is working on plans to get new members and those that may not have 
renewed in recent years   to rejoin. The life of our chapter is getting members involved.  
 
Speaking about getting involved, for members  that want to get their hands dirty, whether doing wiring, 
electrical work, word working, Jon Sibley has been spearheading the Shelton High School Austin Pipe  
Organ Console Rebuilding Project that still has much work to be done. We would like to get this           
instrument back on-line at the Shelton High School before fall. If you are handy with this type project, 
please contact Jon Sibley at jsibley@snet.net or 860.345.2518 
 
Let’s create our own composition of camaraderie and fun this year. I am looking forward to seeing as 
many of you as possible at our Birthday Party. See you there!. 
 

      -Juan Cardona, Jr., President 

 

  

t Ǌ Ŝ ǎ ƛ Ř Ŝ ƴ ǘ Ω ǎ  / ƻ Ǌ ƴ Ŝ Ǌ 
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òMusic can name the unnamable and communicate the unknowableó 

                                                    Leonard Bernstein 

T h e  D i a p h o n e  

2 0 1 0  C o n c e r t  S e a s o n 

A t  t h e  T h o m a s t o n  O p e r a  H o u s e 

Please Mark These Dates in your Calendars 
 

Sunday, April 10th, 2:00 PM 
Artist to be Announced 

 
Sunday, October 10th, 2:00 PM 

Artist to be Announced 

 
              -Beth Boda, Concert Chair 

 

mailto:jsibley@snet.net
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T i m e  t o  R e n e wτ A n n u a l  M e m b e r s h i p 
D u e τ F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  2 0 1 0 

 
It’s time to renew your annual membership. A renewal form and return envelope has been sent to you.  
Please complete it and return it to Juan Cardona Sr, 13 Brookwood Drive, Newtown, CT 06470-1842 by 
February 28, 2010.  A special thank you to our members that contributed to last year’s  fund raiser. We 
raised $1,457.00 in this first appeal and $275.00 towards the Endowment Fund. You will have that        
ongoing opportunity with your renewal, or at any time during the year. 
 
We are also interested in keeping our current members and adding new members to the chapter. We 
will be updating our annual membership directory to promote more interaction between CVTOS      
members. Please help us keep your membership contact and email information up-to-date. If you know 
someone that would like to join our group, contact Gordon Lewis, gordylew@yahoo.com , 203.929.4822 
who will send them an e-copy of our Diaphone and membership form to get started. 
 
                                                                                               -Gordon Lewis, Membership Chair 
                                                                                               -Juan Cardona Sr, Treasurer 

M e m b e r s h i p  N e w s 

To Our Members, 
  
At some point in our lives we each discovered the magnificent sound of the mighty theatre pipe organ. 
We eventually found our way to CVTOS and became members. We joined CVTOS to help support the 
mission and work of our organization which is to preserve and perpetuate the sound and music of these 
beautiful instruments for not only our members, but for the public and future generations to enjoy. 
  
We appreciate your membership in CVTOS. Your membership and participation are very important to the 
success and future of CVTOS. We have dynamic new leadership with great plans to improve and build 
CVTOS into the successful organization it deserves to be. We are going to make every effort to improve 
the lines of communication between our members and our leaders.   
  
As your new Membership Chair, I urge you to support CVTOS in our collective mission, and to serve 
whenever asked. Better yet, don’t wait to be asked! Keeping CVTOS running is a daunting task, and a 
small group of dedicated members work tirelessly, expending much of their free time behind the scenes, 
to keep the organization running smoothly. 
  
If you have any membership issue, or have any comments or suggestions to make about your member-
ship in CVTOS please feel free to contact me anytime by either telephone at 203-929-4822 or 
email:gordylew@yahoo.com.  I will do everything in my power to resolve any membership issues or 
problems you may have. 
                                                                                               - Gordon Lewis, Membership Chair 

mailto:gordylew@yahoo.com
mailto:gordylew@yahoo.com
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Progress, progress, progress. In an effort to use our membership dollars for programs and outreach instead 
of postage and print copy charges (we spent $1200 last year), we have decided to give our members that are 
email savvy both the Diaphone newsletter electronically, as well as concert announcements and reminders 
that you can forward to other friends and family. Members can also chose to remain with printed mailings. 
For those members that may need some help with their particular computer and email system, you can     
contact our resident computer gurus, Juan Cardona Jr. jcardonajr@charter.net 203.426.2443, or John Polo 
john.polo@charter.net 203.895.3465. We will send you a test email with the e-copy of the newsletter and 
make sure you get it properly.  

 
As we move in this direction, you will start to see that color pictures and hyperlinks to photos of our special 
events, and even musical excerpts, will be available by clicking the links right in the emails or in the       
newsletter. Initially we will work with members that have supplied an email address in their renewals so 
you are comfortable with this choice. Every dollar savings helps, so thank you in advance for modernizing 
with us. A special thank you also to Allen Miller for keeping our website www.cvtos.org up-to-date with 
chapter activities. 

       
-John Polo, Publicity; Juan Cardona Jr, Acting Diaphone Editors 

A  N e w  F a c e  t o  t h e  C V T O S  B o a r d 
W e l c o m e  K e v i n  G l e a s o n 

    
 I have been a member of CVTOS and ATOS since 1973. My interest in pipe organs began at the age of 
seven at Saint Joseph’s church in Danbury, CT, when the organist allowed me to slide into a chamber on a 
tuning board, and look up at the pipes. After a visit to Radio City Music Hall a short time later, I was really 
“hooked”. I’ve worked on a few instruments over the years, most notably the Wurlitzer in the now sadly 
gone State Theatre in Waterbury. 
 
 Installing and servicing bank equipment has been my main occupation for the last twenty seven years, 
and I enjoy repairing and restoring vintage electronic equipment, such as early color TV’s, and high      
fidelity apparatus. 
 
 I look forward to serving on the board as Vice President. 
  
                                                                                             - Kevin Gleason, Vice President 

"We all have idols. Play like anyone you care about but try to be yourself 

while you're doing so."  

                                       - B. B. King - 

T h e  C V T O S  D i a p h o n e  G o e s  E l e c t r o n i c 

mailto:jcardonajr@charter.net
mailto:john.polo@charter.net
http://www.cvtos.org


We are pleased to introduce the Thomaston Opera House and our Marr-Colton Theatre organ to the 40 
teen-age organ students and their accompanying 20+ American Guild of Organist faculty, on Monday, June 
28, at 7:00PM.  
 
The Pipe Organ Encounter (POE) is an exciting educational summer camp designed by the American Guild of 
Organists (www.agohq.org) for students 13-18 years old that are currently studying the organ. The Greater 
Bridgeport AGO Chapter which includes CVTOS members John Polo (POE Funding/Communications), David 
Harris (POE Faculty) and Juan Cardona Sr (POE Treasurer), is hosting the Region I (all New England states) 
program. This special week is limited to 40 students. Other AGO Chapters assisting Greater Bridgeport group 
in this project are the New Haven, and Fairfield West Chapters. These chapters represent at least 300 musi-
cians. This is 1 of 7 POEs happening across the USA and a great opportunity for so many young musicians 
and the AGO organists to see firsthand the mission of CVTOS at work. We fully expect that many of these 
students will never have seen or heard a theatre pipe organ before this evening. 
 
This special event is open to all CVTOS and AGO Chapter Members (we will invite all 7 CT AGO Chapters) at 
no charge. It will be promoted (and captured on video) along with a week of events for these students that 
includes recitals by concert artists Chris Houlihan, and the Associate Organist of St. Thomas Church (Fifth 
Avenue) New York City, Frederick Teardo, and noted faculty musicians, on 3 more evenings. Separately they 
will be given a tour and invited to play the 3 New Haven Center Church pipe organs, and all the pipe organs 
throughout the Yale University campus. For our Thomaston Opera event, Juan Cardona Jr, will educate and 
demonstrate for the students and faculty the similarities and differences between the conventional pipe 
organ, and the theatre organ. David Harris will play a silent film (1920’s short) to help illustrate the historical 
aspects of the instruments. The students will be encouraged to play, and hopefully with our CVTOS volun-
teers, we can answer questions and take individuals through the  organ.  
 
A website dedicated to this special week of activities for the students, public and sponsors, will be in full 
produc   tion mid-February at www.agoevent.org/2010/poe/region1 . Please contact John Polo at 
john.polo@charter.net if you have any questions. 
 

-John Polo, POE Funding/Communications, CVTOS Publicity/AGO Liaison 

The American Guild of Organist (AGO) and CVTOS Team Up!! 
P I P E  O R G A N  E N C O U N T E R  T H O M A S T O N  

O P E R A  M A R R- C O L T O N  E V E N T 
Monday, June 28, 7:00PM 
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Eastern Massachusetts: 
Ron Rhode with Jan Peters 
Knight Auditorium—Babson College 
Saturday, April 17, 2010, 7:30 PM 
Shanklin Music Hall 
Sunday, April 18, 2010, 2:30 PM 
For more information,  
send email to tickets@emcatos.com  
Or call 508-674-0276  

A T O S  C h a p t e r  E v e n t s  A r o u n d  t h e  A r e a 

New York: 
Bernie Anderson 
!ŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ .ǳǎǘŜǊ YŜŀǘƻƴΩǎ ά¢ƘŜ 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭέ 
Chaminade High School 
Friday April 23rd, 2010 at 7PM 
For more information contact Tom 
Stehle at email tjskinura@aol.com 
Or call (845) 457-5393 

Garden State: 
David Peckham with the Para-
gon Ragtime Orchestra 
Sunday, May 2, 2010, 3 PM,  
Ashley Miller Memorial Concert,   
on the Bob Balfour Memorial 
Wonder Morton. 
Loew’s Jersey, Jersey City, NJ 
For Information Contact: 
Carole Rustako  
732-741-4045  

http://www.agohq.org
http://www.agoevent.org/2010/poe/region1
mailto:john.polo@charter.net
mailto:Tickets@EMCATOS.com?subject=EMCATOS%20Tickets
mailto:tjskinura@aol.com
http://gstos.org/DavidPeckham.htm


2 0 1 0  C V T O S  
L e a d e r s h i p 

 T e a m  

COMMITTEES 

Concert Chair – Beth Boda 

 (203) 375-1038 

      Publicity/AGO Liaison ς John Polo 

                                    (203) 261-6089 

Membership Chair ς Gordon Lewis 

 (203) 929-4822 

Diaphone Editor ς Open 

Juan Cardona, Jr/John Polo (interim) 

 (203) 426-2443/(203) 261-6089 

Education – Lyle Furze 

(203) 268-3617 

Webmaster – Allen Miller 

(860) 633-5710 

Shelton Ticket Chair ς Dick Simko               

(203) 268-4285 

Crew Chief ς Thomaston Opera  

John Angevine 

(860) 868-7226 

Crew Chief ς Shelton High School 

Norm Andre, Jr 

(860) 664-0046 

George Bell 

(203) 856-6264 

Shelton Organ Project Manager 

Jon Sibley 

(860) 345-2518 

OFFICERS 

 

President ς Juan Cardona, Jr. 

(203) 426-2443 

Vice President ς Kevin Gleason 

 (860) 872-9917 

Secretary ς Norm Andre, Jr. 

(860) 664-0046 

           Treasurer ς Juan Cardona, Sr.                              

 (203) 426-2443 

 

Maintaining our CVTOS concert venue theatre pipe organs for 
the enjoyment of so many is a primary objective of the group 
but one we want to extend to the public whenever they get a 
chance to hear one of our organs at the Thomaston Opera 
House  (TOH) or Shelton High School.  
 
Below is the text that will be included at all programs, CVTOS 
concerts, and the TOH ongoing theatre programs, to help us 
with that mission: 
 
Our Musical Treasure 
The Thomaston Opera House is home to a wonderful 1926 
Marr-Colton Theatre Pipe organ, originally built and installed 
for the Palace Theatre in Danbury. Theatre pipe organs were 
designed to accompany the silent films of the 1920’s, but 
thanks to their large palette of sounds (designed to represent 
instruments in an orchestra), including whole percussion sec-
tions, like drums, cymbals, bells, even a whole piano, they can 
be used today for a much wider variety of musical styles. 
 
 Thanks to Connecticut Valley Theatre Organist Society 
(CVTOS), and its dedicated members, this organ, along with a 
1927 Austin Theatre Pipe organ, originally built for the Allyn 
Theatre in Hartford and now housed in the Shelton High School 
auditorium, are being heard by the public in musical concerts 
and other public programs. CVTOS maintains these instru-
ments without charge to their building owners, preserving a 
priceless jewel in our American history. 
 
We Need Your Help To Keep These Organs Playing 
Your tax deductable gift made out to CVTOS Organ Endowment 
and mailed to Juan Cardona, 13 Brookwood Drive, Newtown, 
CT 06470-1842, will help our CVTOS engineers keep these in-
struments playing for the enjoyment of so many, for years to 
come. If you would like more information about our endow-
ment program,  joining CVTOS, or even a tour of our organs, 
please contact Juan Cardona Sr, jjcardona@charter.net, 
203.426.2443. You can also visit us at www.cvtos.org . 
 
                                              -Juan Cardona, Sr, Treasurer 
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O n g o i n g  C V T O S  
E n d o w m e n t  S u p p o r t 

mailto:jjcardona@charter.net
http://www.cvtos.org


C h e c k  O u t  A . T . O . S .  o n  t h e  W e b 
www.atos.org 

 
If you want to hear Theatre Organ 24 hours A Day, check out the streaming Internet radio site of ATOS 
where you can hear all your favorite artists and styles at http://atos.org/radio 

 
A . T . O . S  2 0 1 0  N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n 

 
If you have never been to Seattle Washington and always said, gee I like to visit that city someday, well 
here’s your chance to see the city and also get entertained by the great artist of the theatre organ at 
this years  national convention hosted by the Puget Sound Chapter of A.TO.S.  
For more information got to http://atos.org/conventions/2010 
 

June 28 - July 4, 2010 Å Seattle, WA 

 
 

2 0 1 0  P a r t y  o n  t h e  P i p e s 
 

The St. Louis Theatre Organ Society is hosting their annual spring event again this year. If you would like to 
attend a fun long weekend event where the crowds are not has hectic as a national convention and meet 
some new friends and enjoy some good music think about signing up for the 2010 Party on the Pipes. 
It runs April 9th through the 12th. For more information go to www.sltos.org. 

http://www.atos.org
http://atos.org/radio
http://atos.org/conventions/2010
http://www.sltos.org


13 Brookwood Drive 
Newtown, CT 06470 

Directions to the Thomaston Opera House 
 
Points East and West:  
Take Interstate 84 to Exit 20 for Route 8 North. 
Take Exit 38 off of Route 8. At the bottom of the exit 
Take a left. Follow Route 6 which becomes Main Street Thomaston 
For 5 Lights. At the fifth light the Opera House is on your left. Take  
A left at the light and parking is in the rear of the building. 
 
Points North and South 
From the South travel to Route 8 North. 
Take Exit 38 off of Route 8. At the bottom of the exit 
Take a left. Follow Route 6 which becomes Main Street Thomaston 
For 5 Lights. At the fifth light the Opera House is on your left. Take  
A left at the light and parking is in the rear of the building. 
 
From the North travel Route 8 South to Exit 39.  
At the bottom of the exit turn right. Follow for 2 traffic lights. 
At the second light bear left on to Main Street Thomaston. At your 
First traffic light the Opera House will be on your right. Turn Right at  
The light and parking is the rear of the building. 


